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Nordisk Ministerråd What is Norden? 

• Five small countries: 
Danmark, Finland, 
Norge, Sverige and 
Island 
 
• Three autonomous 

areas: 
The Færøene, Grønland 
and Åland 

– 8 time zones 
– 25 mill people (2007) 
– 9 official languages 



Nordisk Ministerråd … and 

• The worlds 7th largest 
economy 

• A research and 
innovation area, a 
integrated part of 
ERA, that supports 
free movement of 
knowledge 

• A leading education 
area in Europe 
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Official Nordic co-operation is channelled 
through two organisations: the Nordic Council 
and the Nordic Council of Ministers. 

• The Nordic Council was formed in 
1952 and is the forum for Nordic 
parliamentary co-operation. The Council 
has 87 chosen members, representing 
the five countries and three autonomous 
territories. 
 
 

• The Nordic governments have 
collaborated in the Nordic Council of 
Ministers since 1971.  
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• 11 Council of Ministers 

• Headquarter in Copenhagen 

• 30 institutions 

• More than 25 % of the budget for 

education, IT and research 

• Offices in St. Petersburg, Kaliningrad, 

Tallinn, Riga and Vilnius. 

• Information points in Murmansk, 

Archangelsk and Petrozavodsk  

www.norden.org 
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POLITICS 
 

The Nordic Globalisation Initiative 
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19.6.2007 - Nordic premiers meet at Punkaharju  

to promote more skilled, visible and thriving  

Nordic region  
Nordic premiers held their summer meeting on 18  

and 19 June at Punkaharju. The premiers shared a  

positive attitude towards the opportunities and  

challenges of globalisation for the Nordic countries.  

 

They want to utilise these opportunities and meet the challenges by developing further the Nordic model, 

the fundamental parts of which are citizens’ future welfare, competitiveness of enterprises, employment 

and economic growth, as well as a common culture and investment in sustainable development. 

 

The premiers also want develop the strengths of the Nordic countries, the high-standard and 

extensive education system, expertise and research work, the ability to utilise information 

technology, as well as creative implementation of innovations. 
 

Therefore, the premiers agreed to launch a new Nordic endeavour in globalisation. The synergy benefits of 

the work carried out at the European and regional level will be utilised in the implementation. More 

profound co-operation with the Baltic countries reinforces the competitiveness of the entire Baltic Sea 

region and increases opportunities to utilise globalisation. 



Nordisk Ministerråd The first Nordic Globalisation Forum 
in Riksgränsen, 8–9 April 2008 
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“"The Riksgränsen Declaration 
represents a boost to joint Nordic 
efforts to face up to the challenges 
posed by globalisation," it emerged 
from a press conference featuring the 
five prime ministers and the 
Secretary General of the Nordic 
Council of Ministers after the Nordic 
"Davos Meeting" in Riksgränsen. 
 

The Riksgränsen 

declarationen 

“The most important aspect of Nordic co-operation is that the countries 

jointly apply their research and innovation capacity and 
competitiveness in order to meet global challenges”  

http://www.regeringen.se/
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The Nordic Globalization forum 2009 
26. - 27. February, Iceland 

• The Financial Crisis - 
Setback or Opportunity for 
Progressive Climate Policy? 
– invited guests from the 

business, research, and political 
communities and citizens' 
organizations and international 
guest lecturers 

• Working groups discussions 
with back reports 
– Group A: Small economies' 

vulnerability 

– Group B: Progressive climate 
policy during a crisis 

– Group C: Energy, the 
environment and innovation 
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While many of the necessary changes have to happen at the 

local, national, or EU level, regional collaboration among 

the Nordic countries can be significant in a number of 

areas: 

• Deeper regional market integration is critical to 

overcome the multiple costs of the small national markets; 

• global excellence in science is easier to achieve in a 

regional context; 

• human capital attraction is more effective if global 

talent gains simple access to the entire region; 

• cluster development can become more effective through 

stronger regional competition and collaboration among 

clusters; 

• articulating the specific value the Nordic region offers 

to businesses can support the positioning of individual 

regions; and 

• a consensus on key elements of globalization at the 

Nordic level can contribute to more effective national 

policy debates. 

The first Nordic Globalisation Forum 
in Riksgränsen, 8–9 April 2008 
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”Competitiveness fundamentals are likely to 

become even more important when the current 

crisis has dissolved. The Nordic region needs to 

retain is key strengths, especially on skills and 

research. These are areas in which Nordic 

collaboration could help, for example by moving 

further towards an integration Nordic innovation 

area. ……. 

 

The Nordic position in knowledge production in the 

field of energy and environment is good but not 

outstanding. There are few institutes with global 

visibility, but a relatively high number of smaller 

universities and other research institutes. An 

integrated Nordic <research and>innovation area 

would create a valuable counterforce.” 

. 

The second Nordic Globalisation Forum 
Iceland, 26–27 February 2009 
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Green growth 

A “task force” is to be set up to map out Nordic positions of strength 

and identify sectors in which co-operation between the Nordic 

countries will add value. The task force will make tangible 

recommendations for making green growth one of the objectives for 

Nordic globalisation work.  

 



Nordisk Ministerråd 1st November 2011, Copenhagen 
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TFI: Cooperation between our 
best institutions and groups!  

 Etablering av 10 tematiska nätverk som samlar mer än 100 nordiska 
universitet, institution, myndigheter och företag, 6 helt nya Nordic 
Centers of Excellence inom klimatområdet som samlar cirka 100 
partners från samtliga arktiska länder, samt genom att det har 
igångsatts 12 tematiska integrerande projekt där industri, akademi och 
myndighet samverkar 
 

 Medverkan från industrin i delprogrammen kring vind, bioenergi och 
nanoteknologi ligger på mellan 25-50 %  
 

 Exempel: I nanoprogrammet deltar 69 procent från industrin och 39 
procent från forskningsinstitutioner. TFI investerar ca 50 MNOK i 
programmet som har en samlad volym på ca 120 MNOK. 
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Nordisk Kulturfond 
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Today: 27 projects – 700 MNOK (90 MEUR) 
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Nordisk Ministerråd      Nordisk Råd Nordisk samarbejde 17 

Nordic Master in Gerontology  

Nordic Master in Plant Pathology  

Nordic Master in the Religious 

Roots of Europe  

Nordic Master in Marine 

Ecosystems and Climate  

Nordic Master in Innovative 

Sustainable Energy Engineering  

Nordic Master in Innovative 

Information and Communication 

Technologies 

2011 – sammanlagt 16 program 

2012 – ny utlysning  

www.siu.no 
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On the political agenda 
 November 2011 

 

06.12.2011 18 



Nordisk Ministerråd 

Nordic Council of Ministers in 
Education and Research 
- November 2, 2011 
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 Thematic 

discussion on 

Nordic welfare 

modell 

 Overview of 

nordic research 

collaboration 

 Next generation 

Nordplus 



Nordisk Ministerråd 

September 28th 
- new MoU with Russia 
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New programme 
from 2012! 
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Cooperation between Nordic Council 
of Ministers and Nordic Center Fudan 
(Shanghai)  

 
- SINO-Nordic networks within research, 
education and innovation   
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A few words about Nordic-Baltic: 
 

- research collaboration 
- poltics 

- eScience/eInfrastructure 
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Nordisk Ministerråd NB Co-publications 
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Nordisk Ministerråd NB Cooperation within NordForsk 

Joint programmes 

• 'A Nordic-Baltic Research and 
Innovation Programme on 
Living Labs‘ (2,2 MEUR) 
 

• The Citizens‘ Services 
research and innovation 
programme (1 MEUR) 

Networks 
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Fundamentally, the Nordic-Baltic co-operation is a partnership on an equal 

footing, and each party covers its own costs. In special cases, the parties 

may collectively agree a different method of meeting costs, e.g. joint mobility 

schemes funded according to relative GDP 
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NB Senior Official Meeting, 8 
December 2011 

Agenda Committee of Senior Officials for Education and Research, Nordic Baltic (EK-U NB)  

1/11 14.15-14.25 Approval of the agenda 

2/11 Follow-up of the Agreed Minutes  

3/11 14.25-14.55 Information from current cases/priorities from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

and the collaborate under the Nordic Council of Ministers for Education and 

Research (MR-U) 

4/11 14.25-14.55 Nordplus  

(presentasjon fra SIU) 

  14.55-15.10 Coffee 

5/11 15.10-15.40 Research collaboration  

(presentasjon fra NordForsk) 

6/11 15.40-16.10 Baltic Ring project.  

(evt. presentasjon fra NordUnet) 

7/11 16.10 AOB 

06.12.2011 32 



Nordisk Ministerråd 
Three steps initiative up to now 

Nordic eScience 
strategy and action 

plan 
 
 
 

2007 - 2009 

A baltic sea 
knowledge 
infrastructure for 
the fifth freedom 
 
 
2010 ----? 
 

Proposal for eScience as 
a globalization initiative 

2010 - 
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Summary: background and 
process 

• Discussions since 2006 about Baltic Ring, collaboration on Nordunet 3 
since 2007.  
 

• Secretary general launch ”Knowledge for the 5th freedom in the Baltic Sea 
Area” concept on BDF Summit 2008. 
 

• 2008-2009 NCM conducts a feasibiltiy study on ”Knowledge infrastructure 
for the Fifth Freedom in the Baltic Sea Area.” 
 
Recommendations: 
 
(1) Establish a fiber ring network through the countries around the Baltick 
Sea. 
 
(2) Establish a joint coordinator (light weight) 
 

• 2009-2010 ”Consultation on feasibility study” 
 

• 2010-2011 ”Technicial follow-up study on Baltic Ring” 
 

• November 2010. NMR-U - supported by the ministers from Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania - agrees to invite Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Germany to a meeting on Senior offical or expert level to discuss if and 
how to make the realize the initiative, starting with the Baltic Ring.  
 
 
 
 



Nordisk Ministerråd Baltic Ring – state of play 

International meeting May 6th 

 

 

Follow-up and next step – nov 
2011 
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